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Next meeting Monday, September 14, 6:45 pm 

Meet at Rosendale UCC Church to carpool to Peniel Church on Zoar Road 
 

Robert John (Bob) Miller age 98, formally of Rosendale passed away on 
Sunday, June 7, 2026, at Eden Vista Assisted Living. Bob was born in rural 
Pickett, Wisconsin, on March 10, 1928, the son of the late Melvin & Lucille 
(Zahn) Miller. On September 9, 1950, Bob married Marilyn Wittchow. They 
enjoyed 67 years of marriage and lived in Rosendale their entire married 
life. Marilyn passed away on October 2, 2017. 
He was a member of the RHS and Village President for many years. 
(See www.kurkifuneralchapel.com for entire obituary.) 

 

Peony Sunday 
On June 7th we were blessed with a beautiful sunny day for Peony Sunday - quite the opposite of 
last year when we were rained out.  We served 128 lunches and many more who only bought 
desserts.  Our members really came through baking a variety of the most delicious desserts.  
Thanks to everyone who worked that day, helped set up the day before and those who helped 
clean up. 

 
Feature Article:   

This year our country is celebrating 250 years of 
independence.  I would like to take you back to how 
Rosendale celebrated the Bicentennial in 1976. Some of 
you will remember some things that were planned that 
year, but for our younger members I’ll try to review it. It 
began in 1975 when the Village Board appointed a 
committee to plan for the Bicentennial. Committee 
members were John Hill, president, 
Emajean, secretary, Faye Belling, Ted 
Welles, Lawrence Hoyt, Jess Phillips, 
Carl Whitt and Clarence Hintz.  The 
men enjoyed every meeting 
reminiscing about growing up in 
Rosendale & telling stories of their 

escapades.  In August of 1975 we had bicentennial buttons made and sold them for $1.  
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One of the ideas I had was to have an all-school reunion at 
the new high school which was built in 1972.  Ferd 
Mossberg, former H.S. principal, compiled the names of all 
graduates of RHS.  He then contacted 1 member in each 
class asking them to find the names & addresses of their 
classmates and get this back to him. The Senior Citizens 
addressed 1200 envelopes and Mr. & Mrs. Mossberg folded 
and stuffed them. 600 graduates responded to the first 
letter. A second letter was sent out in April with a schedule 
for the day’s activities. Several members of the Grange 
addressed these which included times of church services at 
Peace Lutheran, Rosendale UCC, St. Mary’s Catholic, 
Eldorado, & St. John’s Catholic, Woodhull; 11:00 – 1:30 tours through Sisson’s Peony Gardens 
and noon lunch served by Lions at the Elementary School; 1 – 3 continuous tours via school bus 
from Laconia HS to 2 other schools & Green Giant; 3:30 – 5 rooms available for classes to 
assemble & visit in Laconia; 5:00 program in Laconia Auditorium; 6 – 8 dinner in Laconia Gym.  

Marie Phillips typed names and cities of all 
graduates to put into a booklet which all 
attending class members would receive.  The 
booklet had 15 pages with graduates from 
1896 to 1972.  These needed to be 
assembled.  Some of the wives of the 
committee members as well as our daughter, 
Elizabeth, walked around the table where the 
pages were laid out in order and then stapled.  
Plates were made with pictures of all past & 
present school buildings and were sold for 

$3.50. (We still have some of these plates at the museum for anyone to purchase.)  

On June 13th, 550 people attended the dinner held on the gym floor of Laconia HS which was 
catered by Petries restaurant in Fond du Lac. The Fireman’s Auxiliary under the direction of Elda 
Pinch & Jeanette Hill were responsible for serving and arranging tables. Dinners included chicken 
& ham, mashed potatoes & gravy, cole slaw, vegetables, roll & beverage for $3.50. 

On Saturday night before the reunion, the Lions Club sponsored a country western music show 
featuring Radio Flyer & Tracy & Amy.  This was held in the Laconia Auditorium and tickets were 
$2.50 for the shows at 7:00 and 9:30 pm. 

It is wonderful to remember the many organizations & 
volunteers who worked together to make this possible. 
The Village Board had the foresight to get things going 
the year before; then the committee planned the events 
and had most of Rosendale’s organizations contribute in 
some way.  Shirley Marousek, Irv & Fern Wittchow 
donated their time driving the 3 school buses that took 
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visitors around town. Town & Country Homemakers planned the program & the day’s activities. 
The Lions Club planned their Peony Sunday with lunch & the crowning of Tammy Schumacher, 
peony queen for 1976 plus the County Western show.  It is quite unbelievable that we were 
allowed to have the dinner on the gym floor and a big task for the Fireman and their Auxiliary to 
round up tables and chairs; set them & have enough help to serve the food – it was not a buffet. 

Rosendale history books, plates & 
Bicentennial buttons were sold in the 
lobby.   I was given  the cash from 
these sales which I put in my purse. 
This turned out to be a very bad 
decision.  At 6:00pm we assembled at 
tables set up on the gym floor for our 
dinner.  Near the end of the dinner a 
county police officer appeared in the 
balcony above the gym and announced 
that a tornado was coming toward 
Rosendale and everyone should leave 

as soon as possible.  This was a poor decision, as if it were really coming it would have been 
safer under the bleachers in the lowest part of the school, rather than on the road.  People ran to 
their cars in the parking lot.  The wind had already come up and as I left, my purse flew open and 
the wind blew money everywhere.  I felt devastated about losing the money.  The next morning, I 
went to High school & the park where along with Jim’s sister Mary, her son, & our 2 daughters  
searched for money that had blown around.  Surprisingly, we found most of the money – some 
wet & dirty, yet it was there.  We did not have a tornado, just strong wind & rain. 

July 4th had the biggest parade that 
Rosendale had ever seen. The 
parade’s 35 entries included the LHS 
band plus the alumni band;  kids 
decorated their bikes; old cars were 
spruced up; lots of horses & riders; 
floats from churches, businesses & 
organizations. Eldorado won 1st prize 
with the float they created featuring a 
water wheel & their old mill.  The 
parade assembled in the Primary 
School parking lot walked east on 
Wisconsin St.; entered  26 and turned 
west at the intersection and ended at High School.  Just imagine what that did to traffic on 26 & 
23 – it came to a standstill.  None of the committee thought to ask permission to close the 
highways, we just did it.  I am sure we would never have received permission to do this, so 
perhaps it was a good thing.  This was the last time a parade ever closed Rosendale’s highways.   
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Following the 1:30 pm parade, there 
was an old timers soft ball game for 
village residents against country 
residents in the new diamond in 
Taylor Park. Participants in games 
were divided into 4 different age 
groups. There were games consisting 
of raw egg throwing, watermelon 
seed spitting, frisbee throwing, a sack 
race & a 3-legged race.  The 
Fireman’s Auxiliary sold sandwiches 
and Peace Church served ice cream. 

A street dance was held from 8:30 pm until ?? with music by Tony Recheck & the Cord-A-Tones.  
A fireworks display was set off in the Park. WHAT A CELEBRATION! 

One thing that should make us very proud is when applications to finance our celebration came to 
our committee of 8, we unanimously turned them down and refused to even apply for financial 
help.  Our chairperson, John Hill, spoke for all of the committee when he said, “If each community 
cannot finance their Bicentennial Celebration themselves, then they should not have any 
celebration.”  

**All pictures are from the Parade** 
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Gifts to RHS 
 

 In Memory of Bob Miller from: 
 Mike & Lynn Moon 
 Jim & Emajean Westphal 
 Rick Miller 

 Gift from Phil & Kleone Nelson 
 
 


